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Kwadacha 

 

Exciting Progress: New Triplexes Completed and Framework Agreement Signed 
 

We are pleased to announce significant milestones in our ongoing efforts to enhance 

our community and secure a brighter future for Kwadacha Nation members. Over the past 

few months, Chief and Council have been working towards meaningful progress, and we are 

pleased to share some exciting developments. 

First and foremost, the new triplexes have been successfully completed, providing 

much-needed housing options for our members. These new accommodations represent a 

step forward in addressing the housing challenges faced by many in our Nation. 

In addition to this milestone, we are excited to announce the signing of the framework 

agreement, the important first step towards a reconciliation agreement with the Province of 

British Columbia. This achievement is the result of many hours of meetings and discussions 

that have taken place since November. The dedication and hard work of our negotiating 

team, Maya Stano, Terry Kuzma and Dennis Sterritt, alongside Chief and Council, have 

brought us to this important stage. 

The next phase of this process will involve developing the term sheet, laying the foun-

dation for a Comprehensive Reconciliation Agreement that will pave the way for better sup-

ports in our community, particularly for housing and other essential infrastructure. This 

agreement will play a crucial role in shaping our future and ensuring the well-being and pros-

perity of our community and members. 

We would like to extend our heartfelt gratitude to everyone who has been involved in 

this process, from community members to external partners and the negotiating team. Your 

dedication, input, and collaboration have been invaluable in reaching this point. We would 

also like to express our sincere appreciation to the Ministry of Indigenous Relations and Rec-

onciliation for their support and assistance throughout this journey. 

As we continue to work towards finalizing the Reconciliation Agreement, we look for-

ward to the positive impact it will have on our community and the opportunities it will create 

for our members. Together, we are building a stronger, more resilient Kwadacha Nation. 

 

Thank you for your continued support and partnership. 

 

Chief and Council  
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The Nation will no longer be accepting cash to issue cheques on members’ behalf for personal 

means. Should you need to send cash to have a cheque issued to pay a bill,  

The Nation will still provide this support. 



resilience, 

. 

                                            Alexander Muller 
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• March 6th – 7th  

      Medicine Keeper Self-Care Work-
shop hosted by Zunza Wellness  

• March 11-13th  

      Dr. Beselt in community 

• March 11-15th  

      Naomi Lepan (Nurse Practitioner) in 
community  

• March 18th-22nd  

      Dental Clinic  

  Contact the Kwadacha Clinic to book ap-

pointments! 

Kwadacha Education Society POST-SECONDARY 
The Kwadacha Education Society Post-Secondary department is responsible for 

the annual delivery of the Indigenous Services Canada Post-Secondary student 

support program and University and College entrance preparation program: Na-

tional Guidelines. The post-secondary student support program provides non-

repayable financial support to Registered band members to advance towards a rec-

ognized post-secondary education credential as prioritized and directed by 

Kwadacha Nation. The program's objectives are to improve the socio-economic out-

comes for First Nations by supporting and providing eligible students by applica-

tion with funding to access education opportunities at the post-secondary level, 

consistent with the principle of First Nations control of First Nations education. 

If you have any questions or inquiries about Kwadacha Education Society Post-

Secondary student support program, contact Cathy Warren at 

cathy.warren@kwadacha.com . 

Applications are due annually April 15th. 

 



 

Hello all, 

First, we would like to thank everyone that came 
out to enjoy a little fun and pampering in commu-
nity. Would also like to give a big thank you to Far-
rah for helping host Girl’s night and Sliding/Movie 
Night, we all had a great time, most definitely kept 
Farrah and I on our toes and we look forward to 
hosting more activities for the community.  The 
community office would also like to welcome Vin-
cent Jr to the team as the new office janitor and 
would like to thank him for keeping the office clean 
and tidy. 

hosted by Jenna and Farrah Feb 10,2024  

Movie night/Sliding Feb 17,2024. 
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A helicopter was needed. But that would push the costs of the expedition much higher than 
usual. Luckily Teck stepped up and offered to contribute $10,000 toward the $19,000 cost 
for a helicopter to drop the canoes where Ludwig Creek entered the upper Kechika River. In-
stead of having to pack or drag the canoes for 22 kms from Ludwig Lake, the participants 
could hike to the river, and have the canoes waiting for them. 

225 Kilometers of “Beautiful” 

It was an extraordinary trip, with a combined total of 225 kilometers of hiking and paddling 
over 12 days. 

There were many powerful conversations around the fire, or while paddling, or while sitting 
quietly on the gravel bars. Some people who were feeling their lives pulled by negative forc-
es were given the opportunity to refocus on their own core values. Some were doing the trip 
in memory of loved ones lost. Others were deeply appreciative to be able to walk and paddle 
and explore in the footsteps of their ancestors. 

At the end of the journey, some participants were asked for their words to describe the trip: 

 

“It was an honour” 

“Teamwork makes the dream work” “Powerful, challenging, amazing” 

“Opportunity of a lifetime” “We were blessed” 

“Where are we going next year?” 

 

Thank you to each one of you who worked very hard to make the 2023 Kechika River Re-
discovery an outstanding journey. In alphabetical order, a huge shout out deserves to go out 
to Aaron Charlie, Aiden Seymour, Angus McCook, AJ Porter, Andreas Rohrbach, Caity-Rose 
Gordon, Carolyn Boya, Cathy Warren, Cora Boya, Craig McCook, Decland Seymour, Dionne 
Izony, Donald Gordon, Hayden Trapp, Jadon Seymour, Leanne Sweeney, Nick Tam, Onadee 
McKenna, Ryland Massettoe, Sasa Izony, and Susie Tomah. 
A Few Final Words about Rediscovery 

Many communities across North America and overseas have run Rediscovery Camps that 
last for a few years. But there are only two communities in the world that have had Redis-
covery camps as long as Fort Ware. And no other Rediscovery camp does trips like ours. 

It takes a certain type of community and people to make Rediscovery Camps last for 26 
years, and still going strong. 

So ALSO THANK YOU TO EACH OF YOU, including Tommy Poole, Glenn Charlie, Bradley 
Seymour, Loretta Pierre, and so many more who worked hard, walked long, and paddled 
hard to make so many Rediscoverys happen all the way back to 1997. The full list of people 
is too long for this newsletter, but you each know who you are. 

With Respect to you all, Donald Gordon 
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Kechika River Rediscovery Journey 2023 
 

Fort Ware’s Sudze K’anusta Rediscovery expeditions began in 1997, as one way to connect 
youth to the strength of their traditional Tse’kene culture, and enable participants to Redis-
cover parts of their own strength that they may have forgotten. These expeditions through 
the thick bush, along the tough trails, and along rivers of the traditional territory of the 
northern Tse‘kene people are designed push the limits of all participants’ personal abilities. 

While Rediscovery started by rediscovering ancient pathways and skills, the tough trips of 
Kwadacha’s Rediscovery also lead us all to a rediscovery of our inner strength, our values, 
and see our potential in new ways. 

In each of the previous 23 summer expeditions, we have walked, bushwacked, and paddled 
an average of 70 kilometers across Tse’kene traditional territory, adding up to over 1500 
kilometers by foot and paddle. That is the same distance as walking cross-country from 
Fort Ware to Vancouver. 

Then Covid happened. 
For the youth of many communities, whether remote or urban, the changes started by 
Covid and the personal isolation of life “moving on-line" had a hard impact on the youth. 
This is the same in Kwadacha. After 23 years of trips, Kwadacha Rediscovery was can-
celled due to Covid for two summers. On the third summer it was cancelled due a problem 
guaranteeing an aircraft due in part to the wildfire situation. 

These challenging expeditions, and all the good conversations that can happen, were deeply 
missed. 

As Montanna recently said: “Lots of my little cousins ask me what Rediscovery is. I tell them: 
‘I can’t tell you what it is, but I can tell you that it is the best time of your life.’” 

Due to the stresses on the community, and particularly on the youth of the community, it 
was clear in early 2023 that we had to ensure that Rediscovery ran in 2023, no matter 
what. We also believed that the 2023 Rediscovery expedition had to be longer than ever be-
fore. 

The Lure of the Kechika 

The Kechika River is one of the most remote rivers in BC but is the much-loved home terri-
tory to many people of Kwadacha. Its headwaters lie about 60 kilometers north of the vil-
lage. 

Access by canoe, however, is almost impossible. The river is a tough 22 kilometer bush-
wack from Ludwig Lake, the nearest lake accessible by floatplane. For this reason, there is 
no record of any outside paddlers having descended the upper Kechika. If we could do it, 
this trip would be a “first known descent by canoe” of the upper Kechika.              Continue 
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